
  
 

   
 

 

 

Te Mātahi o te Tau 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2022 ©    

Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music, with guest guitarist, Michael Lemanu 

 

 

Ko Matariki te kaitō i te hunga pakeke ki te pō  

Matariki draws the frail into the night  

Matariki hunga nui  

Matariki of many people  

Hauhake tū, ka tō Matariki  

The harvest ends when Matariki sets  

 

Matariki, oh, Matariki 

It’s the Māori New Year  

Te Mātahi o te Tau x2  

 

Whakamaumahara, let’s remember... our loved ones gone before us  

Whakanui, let’s celebrate with our whānau... have some kai, and a kanikani  

Whakariterite, let’s prepare... sow some seeds, set some goals, look ahead 

 Whakamaumahara – Whakanui – Whakariterite, aue!  

 

CHORUS  

 

Twinkling in the winter sky, just before dawn  

Matariki signals the Māori New Year, Te Mātahi o te Tau  

A time together with friends and whanau, to remember, celebrate and prepare  

Whakamaumahara – Whakanui – Whakariterite, aue!  

 

CHORUS  

 

Whakamaumahara – Whakanui - Whakariterite   x3 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 

Te Whānau o Matariki 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©    

Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

Ko tēnei te whānau o Matariki 

 

Ko Matariki te Māmā 

Ko Pōhutukawa te mātāmua 

Ko Waitī ko Waitā ngā whetū o te wai 

Ko Tupuārangi ko Tupuānuku ngā whetū o te kai 

Ko Waipuna-ā-rangi ko Ururangi ngā whetū o te huarere 

Ko Hiwa-i-te-rangi te pōtiki e 

  

Ko tēnei te whānau o Matariki 

 

Ko Matariki te Māmā 

Ko Pōhutukawa te mātāmua 

Ko Waitī ko Waitā ngā whetū o te wai 

Ko Tupuārangi ko Tupuānuku ngā whetū o te kai 

Ko Waipuna-ā-rangi ko Ururangi ngā whetū o te huarere 

Ko Hiwa-i-te-rangi te pōtiki e 

 

Ko tēnei te whānau o Matariki x2 

 

 

 

 



  
 

   
 

 

Hiwa-i-te-rangi 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©   Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

Make a wish, from your heart 

A wish that only you can impart 

Now close your eyes, count to whā 

Then send them up to the wishing star 

Tahi, rua, toru, whā... 

  

CHORUS 

Hiwa-i-te-rangi catch our wishes 

The wishes that are close to our heart 

Hiwa-i-te-rangi catch our wishes 

'Cos you’re the wishing star 

  

Oh your wishes may come true 

If you help yourself out, too 

Use the strength of the star 

To guide your wishes far 

Tahi, rua, toru, whā... 

  

CHORUS 

  

BRIDGE – Kids' wishes 
“I wish I was good at cricket” 

“I wish I could draw realistic” 

“Ko te tūmanako he tino kaihaka ahau” 

“I wish I was an All Black” 

“I wish that I could spell long words” 

“I wish I could ride a pony” 

“I hope to be the best hiphop dancer in the world!” 

“I wish I could learn the school haka” 

  

CHORUS 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 

Ururangi Dance 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©    

Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

 

Let's do the Ururangi dance 

Let's do the Ururangi dance 

Kanikani in the wind  

Kanikani in the wind 

 

Throw your hands up high 

Wave them side-to-side 

Twirl round and round 

Do the Ururangi dance 

  

Dance, dance, dance, do the ururangi dance, dance... now, freeze! 

Dance, dance, dance, do the ururangi dance, dance... now, freeze! 

Dance, dance... now, freeze! 

Dance, dance... now, freeze! 

Do the Ururangi dance 

 

[REPEAT 3 TIMES, getting faster each time!] 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 

 

Huarākau is Fruit (Tupuārangi) 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©    

Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

CHORUS 

Huarākau is food that grows in a tree  

Huarākau is fruit, and it’s so yummy!    x2 

 

Āporo... Apples! 

Panana... Bananas! 

Paramu...Plum! 

Huakiwi... Kiwifruit! 

 

CHORUS 

 

Kerepe... Grapes! 

Rōpere... Strawberries! 

Pītoa... Feijoas! 

Pītiti... Peaches! 

  

Yum, yum, yum, ooo fruit get in my tum! x3  

Yum yum yum get in my tum! Ooooo 

 

CHORUS   x2 

 

Mmmm, tino reka! 



  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

The Animals of the Sea (Waitā) 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©   Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

CHORUS 

Kei raro i te moana 

Down in the ocean deep 

Ngā uri o Tangaroa 

The animals of the sea 

 

Let’s be a pāpaka,  

Snap like a crab (snap, snap, snap) 

A pāpaka, let’s snap like a crab! 

 

CHORUS 

 

Let’s be a honu,  

Swim like a turtle (swim, swim, 

swim) 

A honu, let’s swim like a turtle! 

 

CHORUS 

 

Let’s be a kekeno 

Clap like a seal (clap, clap, clap) 

A kekeno, let’s clap like a seal!  

 

CHORUS 

 

Let’s be a wheke 

Wriggle like an octopus (wriggle, 

wriggle, wriggle) 

A wheke, let’s wriggle like an 

octopus! 

 

CHORUS 

 

Let’s be a tohorā 

Splash like a whale ( splash, splash, 

splash) 

A tohorā, let’s splash like a whale! 

 

 

Kei raro i te moana 

Down in the ocean deep 

Ngā uri o Tangaroa 

The animals of the sea  [repeat last 

two lines] 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 
 

Ngā Whetū o Matariki (2025) 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 © 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

Matariki, auē, Matariki  

Titiro ki runga ake, ki a Matariki (...toru, whā!)  

 

Tahi, rua, toru, whā, rima, ono, whitu, waru... iwa!  

E iwa ngā whetū o Matariki e  

Tahi, rua, toru, whā, rima, ono, whitu, waru... iwa!  

E iwa ngā whetū o Matariki e  

 

(Tupuānuku!)  

Tupuānuku (Tupuānuku)  

Tupuārangi (Tupuārangi)  

Waitī (Waitī)  

Waitā (Waitā)  

Waipuna-a-rangi (Waipuna-a-rangi) 

Ururangi (Ururangi)  

Pōhutukawa (Pōhutukawa)  

Hiwa-i-te-rangi (Hiwa-i-te-rangi)  

Matariki e 

 

Tahi, rua, toru, whā, rima, ono, whitu, waru... iwa!  

E iwa ngā whetū o Matariki e  

E iwa ngā whetū o Matariki e 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 

 

Peke in the Rain (Waipuna-a-rangi) 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©   Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

CHORUS  

Ohh the rain is falling down 

What can I do today? 

I'll grab my koti, and my kamupūtu 

Open up my hamarara 

 

And peke in the rain! 

Peke, peke in the rain 

Peke, peke in the rain 

Peke, peke in the rain 

I'll peke in the rain until it stops! 

  

CHORUS 

 

And hurihuri in the rain! 

Huri, huri in the rain 

Huri, huri in the rain 

Huri, huri in the rain 

I’ll hurihuri in the rain until it stops! 

 

CHORUS 

 

And kanikani in the rain 

Kanikani in the rain 

Kanikani in the rain 

Kanikani in the rain 

I’ll kanikani in the rain until it stops! 

 

Huri, huri in the rain 

Huri, huri in the rain 

Huri, huri in the rain 

I’ll hurihuri in the rain until it stops! 

 

Peke, peke in the rain 

Peke, peke in the rain 

Peke, peke in the rain 

I'll peke in the rain until it stops! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

I Love Huawhenua (Tupuānuku) 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©   Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

CHORUS 

When Tupuānuku shines bright in the sky 

Prepare to see your garden fill with kai 

Plant your seeds in the ground  

Water all around  

The seeds that you sow 

Watch them grow, grow, grow! 

  

Let's grow some... 

Karoti... Carrot! 

Kapiti... Cabbage! 

Paukena... Pumpkin! 

Kūkama... Cucumber! 

Pūputi... Cauliflower! 

Porokari... Broccoli! 

All the huawhenua, watch them grow, grow, grow! 

 

CHORUS 

  

 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

The Whānau of Matariki 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©   Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

This is the whānau of Matariki 

  

Matariki is the Māmā 

The eldest is Pōhutukawa 

Waitī and Waitā are the stars of the wai 

Tupuānuku and Tupuārangi are the stars of the kai 

Ururangi and Waipuna-a-rangi are the stars of wind and rain 

The youngest star is the wishing star, Hiwa-i-te-rangi 

  

This is the whānau of Matariki 

 

Matariki is the Māmā 

The eldest is Pōhutukawa 

Waitī and Waitā are the stars of the wai 

Tupuānuku and Tupuārangi are the stars of the kai 

Ururangi and Waipuna-a-rangi are the stars of wind and rain 

The youngest star is the wishing star, Hiwa-i-te-rangi  

 

This is the whānau of Matariki x2 

 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Waitī, Shine Brightly 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©   Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

The awa flows from the maunga 

Down, down, down 

It channels it's way through the whenua 

Round, round, round 

Some move fast, some move slow  

He taonga tuku iho 

Watch it flow, flow, flow 

 

Waitī, shine brightly  

Over our awa 

Waitī, shine brightly  

Let's keep our freshwaters clean, he wai māori 

 

[REPEAT from the top] 

 

Let's keep our freshwaters clean, he wai māori 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 

 

Feed The Stars (Hautapu Song) 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©   Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

CHORUS 

Let's make a hautapu to feed the 

stars 

Let's make a hautapu to feed the 

stars 

Get a big pot, fill it to the top 

Let the steam rise up to the sky 

 

 

Fill it with  

Tuna... tuna!  

Kūmara... kūmara! 

Kāroti... kāroti! 

Or Tītī... tītī! 

Kūtai... kūtai! 

Or Rīwai... rīwai! 

Pūhā... pūhā! 

Or Hāmana... hāmana! 

  

CHORUS 

 

 

 

Fill it with  

Tuna... tuna!  

Kūmara... kūmara! 

Kāroti... kāroti! 

Or Tītī... tītī! 

Kūtai... kūtai! 

Or Rīwai... rīwai! 

Pūhā... pūhā! 

Or Hāmana... hāmana! 

 

Some kai from Tupuānuku, some kai 

from Tupuārangi 

Some kai from Waitā and Waitī 

Get a big pot, fill it to the top 

Let the steam rise up to the sky... 

oooooooo 

 

CHORUS 

 

Get a big pot, fill it to the top 

Let the steam rise up to the sky     x3 

 

 



  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Te Waka o Rangi (Pōhutukawa) 
Written and composed by Siu Williams-Lemi, 2024 ©   Produced by Thom O’Connor 

Recorded and performed by Loopy Tunes Preschool Music 
 

 

There's a waka in the sky, 

Gently floating by 

Te Waka o Rangi 

The sky is it's sea 

Those who've passed away, 

Will board the boat each day 

Until it is time 

To be a star and shine 

 

Whetū pīata mai rā 

Shine brightly, now that you're a star 

Ka maumahara au ki a koe 

I will remember you always 

 

[REPEAT] 

 

I will remember you always 

 

 

 


